Power and Politics in Nigeria

Keynote speaker: Hon Dimeji Bankole,

Speaker of the House of Representatives, Federal Republic of Nigeria
Chair: Hugh Bayley MP,

Member of the International Development Committee and Chair of the
All Party Parliamentary Group on Africa

Discussant: Femi Longe, Founder, Africa++
(enables Africans in the diaspora to add value to their communities & the continent)

Date:
Thursday 8th May, 4:00pm until 6:00pm

Venue:
Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House, Bridge Street, London SW1A 2L W
(Please allow for 10-15 minutes to clear security).

About the event:

In a public lecture hosted by the Foreign Policy Centre in partnership with the
African Foundation for Development (AFFORD), the Hon Dimeji Bankole, Speaker of
the House of Representatives, will seek to explore the future of governance and
democracy promotion in Nigeria.

While Nigeria is Africa’s most populous country, it is by far the continent’s

largest fledgling democracy. The 2007 presidential and legislative elections were widely
perceived to be the most flawed in the country’s history. Initially, when President
Umaru Yar’Adua was nominated by his predecessor, former President Olusegun
Obasanjo, there was much speculation that Obasanjo intended to retain the reins of
power using the somewhat anonymous governor of Katsina State as an instrument to
advance his own political agenda. Today however, Yar’Adua is increasingly regarded as
an enthusiastic supporter of ‘better government’ as a vehicle for tackling the structural
constraints that are impeding Nigeria’s development, such as the chronic power crisis.

Is President Yar’Adua simply seeking to build his own legitimacy? Can the Nigerian
National Assembly effectively shape legislation and adequately monitor and challenge
the executive on behalf of the Nigerian people? Is the Nigerian government being dis-
tracted from the business of pursuing an ambitious reform agenda? Does democracy
have a future in the Nigerian political power struggle?

Due to a limited number of places, please RSVP with the subject “Democracy in
the Spotlight” to:

events@fpc.org.uk
or contact Pavel Miller on tel: +44 (0) 207 729 7566
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